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Introduction 


This e-book consists of various chapters, with the first two using text from my two posts, 


one of which is my review of this live-action streaming TV series on December 7, 2022, and 


secondly my post on what the world thought about this series on January 9, 2023. There is also a 
short section with concluding words, noting that I mentioned the series in reviews of The Proud 
Family: Louder and Prouder season 2, RWBY Volume 9, and many other series. 

I may write on the second season, and I do so, it will be posted separately on here. 

I did some spell-check and other revisions to ensure this text made sense, and to correct any 
errors that I made in the original text, which comes to over 2,900 words. Otherwise, the text is 


almost the same. Happy Reading! 


- Burkely 
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Chapter One: Wednesday Review (Spoiler Filled) 


From the first promo video for the series in June 2022, showing Thing on Wednesday's shoulder and 


showing her snapping her fingers, a callback to the 1960s TV series 


Wednesday is a coming-of-age supernatural, comedy, and horror series which is all the rage 
on social media. It is a live-action series created by Alfred Gough and Miles Millar, with Tim 
Burton as an executive producer, along with Steve Stark, Andrew Mittman, Kayla Alpert, and 


others. The series debuted on November 23. 


Jenna Ortega, a Latine actress of Mexican and Puerto Rican descent, who plays Wednesday, 
carries the series. She is known for her performances in live action series like Jane the Virgin, 
Richie Rich, and Stuck in the Middle. She also played protagonists in Elena of Avalor and 
Jurassic World Camp Cretaceous, two animated series, and a recurring character in Big City 
Greens. This previous acting experience informs her role as Wednesday, who is part of a 
multiracial Latine family. 

Wednesday is joined by her partner in crime, Thing, a disembodied hand sent by her parents 
to watch over her. Thing is sentient and serves as her best, and sometimes only, friend. 
Wednesday arrives at Nevermore after causing problems at other schools, like dumping bags of 
piranhas into a school swimming pool to get revenge on kids bullying her brother. 

Like other supernatural series, Wednesday has latent magical powers. Specifically, she has 


psychic visions toward the past, seeing her ancestor, Goody Adams (also played by Ortega), and 
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events before they happen. This is akin to the powers of Bond, the dog in Spy x Family who has 
visions of the future. 

The school she attends is filled with other societal outcasts like Xavier Thorpe (played by 
Percy Hynes White) who can make his art come to life, a siren named Bianca Barclay (played by 
Joy Sunday), a student named Eugene Otinger (played by Moosa Mostafa) who can control 
movements of bees. Also Wednesday's roommate, Enid Sinclair (played by Emma Myers), is a 
werewolf, who has yet to "wolf out". Vampires, witches, faceless monsters, gorgons, and others 
also attend the school. 

Wednesday often clashes with those in authority, whether the Nevermore principal, Larissa 
Weems (played by Gwendoline Christie), Donovan Galpin (played by Jamie McShane), the 
sheriff of Jericho, the nearby small town, and her court-ordered therapist, Dr. Valerie Kinbott 
(played by Riki Lindhome). All the while, she tries to solve the mystery about a monster 


attacking students at the school, sometimes with help from others, and other times, by herself. 


OFFICIAL 
CLIP 


Ortega makes Wednesday into a character you can empathize with. This is even the case 
when she challenges established histories by pointing to genocide of Indigenous people or child 
slavery used to make chocolate, while working at Pilgrim World. She remains committed toward 


sharing the reality of what is going on, rather than sugarcoating anything. 
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Along the way, she faces villains such as Joseph Crackstone (played by William Houston), 
the Pilgrim forefather of Jericho, who wants to kill every outcast, and a student named Rowan 
Laslow (portrayed by Calum Ross) who almost kills her with his telekinesis. She fights to defend 
herself by any means necessary, even through sword fights. 

Wednesday's gothic appearance is likely intended to express her own sensitivity, self- 
confidence, rebellious nature, and be a wall to protect herself. It makes her distinguished and 
mysterious, more than any other character. 

This is heightened by the difference from previous adaptations. For one, it is more mature, 
with blood, gory violence, murder, and gruesomeness. Secondly, in Addams Family movies in 
the 1990s and the two animated films in the 2000s, Wednesday is a kid and does not have 
independence, always coming back to her family. In this series, such shies away from her family, 
before coming back to them later. 

In the words of Ortega, the series is "Nancy Drew—esque", with Ortega saying she was 
inspired by Ricci's performance, and emphasizing that she didn't want Wednesday "to be nasty". 
She also described the performance, often on location in Romania, as very stressful, and noted 
Burton's role in how Wednesday looked on screen, even suggesting changes to the braids 


Wednesday used, and the style of her bangs. 
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In Wednesday, there are many callbacks to the films and original television series, including 


finger snapping to open a secret vault and ringing a bell at the coffee shop in Jericho where Tyler 
works. Even so, it is different than those previous versions, as Wednesday is much more 
assertive, even more than when she left her family in The Addams Family 2 and believed a 
demented scientist was her father. 

Apart from Morticia and Gomez, played by Catherine Zeta-Jones and Luis Guzman, other 
characters make a brief appearance in Wednesday. This includes the younger brother of 
Wednesday, Pugsley (played by Isaac Ordonez), the Addams family butler, Lurch (played by 
George Burcea), and Uncle Fester (played by Fred Armisen), the uncle of Wednesday and 
brother of Gomez. 

In a somewhat surprising twist, the school's botany teacher, Marilyn Thornhill, is revealed as 
a villain, after Wednesday suspects her. This is unique because Christina Ricci, who played 
Wednesday in The Addams Family (1991) and Addams Family Values (1993), plays as the 
character of Marilyn. In that way, Ricci's performance in Wednesday could be a callback to her 


previous portrayal. 
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Apart from non-existent LGBTQ representation in Wednesday, despite some arguable same- 
sex romantic vibes and promotion, and undertones negative toward Black people, there are other 
grounds to criticize the series, including the use of oft-known tropes, caricatures, and archetypes. 
At times, the series falls into formulaic mystery and teenage romance. An improved show would 
have expanded representation, perhaps even with Wednesday as asexual, bisexual, or lesbian, or 
another protagonist. 

Despite this, Ortega's performance gives the show its charm, especially with her deadpan 
humor. She makes the show you want to watch until the end, following her from abandoned 
houses to hidden libraries as she tries to figure out who the monster is, and why it is targeting 
specific people. Ultimately, without Ortega at the helm, the show would fall apart. 

More specifically, while the other actors in the series are talented and skilled, their 
performances pale in comparison to Ortega. None of them measure up to her, not even Thing. As 
such, the other performers are underused, or even worse, miscast. This could have been remedied 
by the series busting apart genres, rather than complying with them. Perhaps it could have been 
set in a college environment, rather than a boarding school which almost seems akin to Hogwarts 
in more ways than one. 

The next season of the series has been hinted, but has not been confirmed. Apart from any 


possible LGBTQ storylines, it would be good to see more world-building outside the town of 
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Jericho and into the wider world. Otherwise the show would feel like High Guardian Spice or 


Little Witch Academia, in that it would be set in a magical school. While neither series is bad, if 


Wednesday followed the same path, the show could become too stale and uninteresting. 


Furthermore, the series would be weakened if it continues to emphasize heterosexual 


teenage romance, especially involving Wednesday, or Enid. Such a focus could result in the 


show becoming like Twilight, and become an unfortunate detriment to the series overall. 


Despite my criticisms, I tentatively recommend the series, mainly due to Ortega's acting 


performance, the role of Thing, and the macabre and horror vibes from the show. I hope the 


show improves in the future. 


Wednesday can be watched on Netflix. 
Acting 
Writing 


Direction 


© 2022-2023 Burkely Hermann. All rights reserved. 
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Chapter Two: What the World Thinks of "Wednesday" 


A compilation of some headlines about Wednesday from various publications since the series 


debuted in November 2022, showing different views of the series. 


Since its debut on Netflix on November 23, 2022, Wednesday, a live-action supernatural 


coming-of-age comedy horror series, has been all the rage online. Thanks to its unprecedented 


popularity, those on social networks like Twitter, Facebook, Tik Tok, and Tumblr, in think 
pieces, and elsewhere, have reviewed the series, providing their own views and perspectives. 
This reception often focuses on potential queerbaiting, anti-Black undertones, or something else 
entirely. 

A major point of contention for reviewers has been the lack of LGBTQ representation, 
especially when it comes to the protagonist, Wednesday Addams (played by Jenna Ortega). For 
example, Petrana Radulovic of Polygon argued that "Wednesday doesn’t need a love triangle, 
she needs a werewolf girlfriend", referring to Wednesday's roommate, Enid Sinclair. Their 
romantic ship, popular in the show's fandom and in fanfictions, has been dubbed "Wenclair" by 
fans which embrace it. This ship has been embraced by Ortega herself, something which some 


LGBTQ newsletters have pointed out. 
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Others, like Abby Monteil of Them magazine, have declared “Let Wednesday Addams Be 


Gay.” Monteil added that Wednesday is a “queer icon" due to her close friendship with Enid. 
These views are reinforced by those fans who believe that the series is queerbaiting because their 
Wenclair headcanon did not happen. 

However, such claims are tricky. This is because, as David Opie of Digital Spy admitted, the 
show "never really promised anything queer outright", at least not the way that Wenclair fans 
had hoped for. Additional fans pointed out chemistry between Wednesday and Bianca during the 
scenes where they act side-by-side. 

There is undoubtedly chemistry between Enid and Wednesday, and nice scenes of them 
together, including when they hug each other, or when Enid saves Wednesday from the monster. 
However, both characters were intended to only be friends in this story, and nothing more. 
Furthermore, Enid and Wednesday have romances with men. Enid has a short-lived relationship 
with Lucas and off-and-on relationship with Ajax Petropolus (played by Georgie Farmer). 
Wednesday has a relationship with Tyler Galpin (played by Hunter Doohan), who is the son of 


Sheriff Galpin. The latter falls apart when Wednesday learns that Tyler is the monster, the hyde, 
who has been haunting the school and killing people. 
On the other hand, some fans believed that there were clear asexual, or even aromantic, 


vibes from Wednesday, citing that she detested friendship and connecting with people. 


Wednesday prefers solitude, even though her burgeoning friendships with Enid, Eugene, and 
Xavier indicate that invisible walls she erected around herself are coming down. It is possible 
that Wednesday will have a LGBTQ storyline in a second season, exploring her possible asexual, 


lesbian, or bisexual identity. 


Page 10 


The series has also been hit with accusations it is racist, and with anti-Black undertones, on 


Twitter and elsewhere. The latter is reinforced, in the minds of some, by previous comments 


from Tim Burton defending his casting choices in Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, 
which had a cast with little diversity. Some went further, claiming that his previous films 
featured token characters of color, downplayed Jewish cultural elements, or had stereotypes of 
overweight people. 

Various social media users have criticized portrayal of Black characters as "villains and 
bullies" of Wednesday. This includes a focus on Bianca as a mean girl and Lucas Walker 
(portrayed by Iman Marson) as a bully. The latter is the son of a corrupt mayor of Jericho, Noble 
Walker (portrayed by Tommie Earl Jenkins) who owns Pilgrim Land. As a result, the strong 
Latine representation in the series is offset by the Black characters painted as a villain. 

While the criticisms of racism in Wednesday is well-intentioned, they distort the reality. For 
one, Bianca and Lucas are redeemed by the end of the series, which is only eight episodes long. 
Both help Wednesday fight off Joseph Crackstone and capture the suspected hyde. Crackstone is 
many times worse than Jack Skellington in The Nightmare Before Christmas, a film by Burton, a 
character which some have described as a colonizer. 

Also, the deputy of Sheriff Galpin, Ritchie Santiago (portrayed by Luyanda Unati Lewis- 


Nyawo), is a Black woman. Bianca has more depth in her character Callie, a mean girl in 
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Cleopatra in Space. For one, viewers learn about how Bianca fell out with her mother, changed 
her name to distance herself from the Morning Song cult which her mother is a part of, and 
joined the Nightshades. She is integral to the story because she is Xavier's ex-girlfriend. Lucas 
assists Wednesday by providing information which helps her recognize who the monster really 
is, and he connects with Bianca. 

Mayor Walker, a Black man, stands out as a negative character. He is easily manipulated 
and propped up by Principal Weems, who keeps him in power to hide the reality of Nevermore 
Academy. Near the end of the series, he is killed by the hyde because he was about to meet with 


Sheriff Galpin. An interview with his actor, Jenkins, could shed more light on his character. 


OFFICIAL 
CLIP 


Beyond possible anti-Black undertones and lack of queer representation in Wednesday 
criticized by reviewers and fans, some have said the series was two-dimensional, similar to CW 
dramas, and noted its appeal to Generation Z. There is a case to be made that Wednesday uses 
elements employed in the Harry Potter films, based on the Harry Potter books by transphobic 
author J.K. Rowling. 

Such criticisms were reflected on Rotten Tomatoes, New York Times, The Wrap, The 
Independent, and elsewhere. In contrast, some reviewers described the series in generally 


favorable terms, calling it a "rococo romp" that is delightful, visually appealing, and praised the 
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deadpan humor of Ortega. This is in line with those who argue that Wednesday's eyes convey 
emotional truth as she is never shown blinking, not even once, in the series. 

However, Wednesday's appearance is not unique. Characters such as Kaisa in Hilda and 
Amity Blight in The Owl House are likely shown in black-colored clothes with for the same 
reasons. Furthermore, Wednesday's demeanor has caused her to become an icon, especially to 
those in the LGBTQ community. The franchise itself has been popular enough to influence series 


such as Dead End: Paranormal Park, and designs of characters in The Flintstones and The 


Simpsons. 
The series, listed as one of the best TV shows of 2022, garnered various award nominations, 


and certain scenes became a viral sensation. This included Wednesday's dance scene, shared on 


TikTok by celebrities, and as a song on Spotify. 

Songs used in Wednesday, like the 1981 song "Goo Goo Muck" by the Cramps, surged in 
popularity. The Guardian argued that the viral dance trend, which mainly spread on Tik Tok, 
“may have single-handedly revived Gothic subculture for Gen Z,” causing the show to become a 
“pop culture phenomenon.” 

On the whole, despite the fact that Wednesday has achieved immense popularity, its 
reception is varied. It is hard to know if this popularity will last or whether it will become 
passing fad like The Queen's Gambit and Mrs. America in 2020 or Maid in 2021. With a second 


season now ordered by Netflix, we shall see if its popularity can endure. 


© 2022-2023 Burkely Hermann. All rights reserved. 
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Concluding Words 


Since January 9, 2023, I have mentioned Wednesday on various occasions. For instance, 
in my review of Bocchi the Rock!, I said that Bocchi drove that series forward, but that other 
characters serve as supporting characters, noting that Wednesday Addams in Wednesday “holds 
the series up to such an extent that without her it would collapse.” Then, in my review of the 
second season of The Proud Family: Louder and Prouder, 1 compared Maya’s determination to 
Wednesday, noting that Wednesday sets the statue of Joseph Crackstone on fire, while in the 
former series, “Kwame counsels his students to not pull down Smith's statue,” adding that it 
“makes it ironic, then, that some reactionary media and personalities are all up-in-arms about the 


series” but not acting the same when Wednesday came out. I also briefly mentioned Wednesday 


in my review of Velma, and wrote that Velma doesn’t have anti-Black undertones like 


Wednesday. I finally mentioned it in my review of RWBY, saying that claiming that the death of 
Clover Ebi was queerbaiting (because of a supposed relationship with Qrow Brawnen) is just as 
faulty of an argument as saying Wednesday “did the same by not making the friendship between 
Wednesday Addams and Enid Sinclair a romantic one, despite the false insistence of fans that it 
was canon.” I then added that because of this faulty claim by some fans, “it is no surprise that 
some see RWBY as a lost cause and not worth supporting.” 

As I said in the introduction, I likely will write about Season 2, and when I do, it will be 


published in a separate post. With that, this 14-page e-book ends. 


- Burkely 


Hitt 
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